Beat: Travel

THE FIRST LADY MICHELE OBAMA SHARES HER TRAVEL DIARY IN QATAR AND
JORDAN

LET GIRLS LEARN
Paris, Washington DC, 06.11.2015, 02:53 Time

USPA NEWS - The American first lady, Michele Obama, travelled to Qatar and Jordan this week. “I will be traveling to Qatar and
Jordan -- countries located in a part of the world known as the “Middle East“[?] and | want young people like you all across America to
join me on this journey!"Michele Obama Said.

This is part of a series authored by First Lady Michelle Obama to share her visit to Qatar and Jordan with middle school and high
school students in the U.S.
THE TRIP OF MICHELE OBAMA IN QATAR AND JORDAN- EXCERPT OF HER TRIP'S DIARY
This week, | will be traveling to Qatar and Jordan -- countries located in a part of the world known as the “Middle East“[?] (if you look
on a map, it's just to the east of Africa) -- and | want young people like you all across America to join me on this
journey! On this trip, just like on previous international trips, I'll be focusing on global girls” education, an
issue | care deeply about as a First Lady, a mother of two daughters, and a woman whose life was transformed by my education. You
see, neither of my parents went to college, and they didn’t have much money. But they pushed me to work as hard as | could in school,
and thanks to a lot of financial aid, | was able to go to college and law school and have all kinds of exciting jobs and opportunities.
Unfortunately, so many girls around the world never have the opportunities | had to get an education and fulfil their dreams. In fact,
right now, 62 million girls across the globe aren’t going to school at all.

Many of them simply can’t afford it because, unlike here in the U.S., in some countries, parents actually have to pay for their kids to
attend school. Sometimes the nearest school is miles away, and parents are afraid their daughters will be hurt or kidnapped while
walking to or from school. Some schools don’t have adequate bathrooms for girls, so they have to stay home when they have their
periods, and they may fall behind and even wind up dropping out. Imagine what it would be like for you if you had to stop your own
education.
Imagine being told, at the age of 12 or 13, “That’s it, youre done with school. You ve gotten all the education you re ever going to get
-- you won’t do any more science projects, or read any more books for English class, or have any more music, or art, or sports, or time
with your friends in the lunchroom. And any dreams you have for what you want to be when you grow up -- a teacher, an astronaut, a
nurse, a writer -- you have to give them up because you’ll never get the knowledge and skills you need to do those
jobs.“[7 Pretty awful, right? And | don’t think any young person should ever have to give up their dreams
like this. | think every child on this planet -- boys and girls -- should be able to get an education.

That’s why, last spring, President Obama and | launched Let Girls Learn, a new initiative to help adolescent girls across the globe go
to school. Through Let Girls Learn, we’ll be helping communities around the world create girls” leadership and mentorship projects,
build school bathrooms for girls (because sometimes, schools don’t have adequate bathroom facilities for girls, which is one of the
reasons why they can’t attend school), and more. We'll also be funding girls” education programs in countries that are torn apart by
war or violence, and we’ll be working to address issues like poverty that make it hard for girls to get an education (because their
families can't afford to send them to school).“[?] Official Statement Michele Obama
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